*x	INTRODUCTION
Charles the Great'I more truly than they knew. They were
not merely pilgrims, peregrin*, but * the pilgrim knights of
Christ',Christimilitesperegrini*
The majority of the Western chroniclers of the eleventh
century, the actual eyewitnesses of the First Crusade, saw in
it the fulfilment of prophecy, the work of God, acting through
the Church and the Pope, the Head and Father of the
Church. Later writers magnified the personal responsibility
for the initiative of the Holy War. The Chanson des chetifs
and the Chanson d'Antioche, the Historic!, belli sacri, Albert of
Aix, and William of Tyre, with the modern historians who
relied mainly on these authorities, made Peter the Hermit
the forerunner of Urban II, and the author and instigator
of the Crusade. In the narratives of the eyewitnesses of the
movement he falls into his proper place as a successful and
eloquent preacher and recruiting agent, and a leader of the
ill-fated ' Peasants' Crusade' of 1096. After the establish-
ment of the House of Boulogne on the throne of Jerusalem,
Godfrey of Bouillon became a hero of romance, the pio
Goffredo to whom, in Tasso's Gerusalemme Liberata, the
heavenly message is sent which starts the Crusade. Ralph
of Caen exalts Tancred. The author of the Gesta emphasizes
the great services of Bohemund. Yet in the early
twelfth century the English William of Malmesbury could
assert that Urban's secret intention was by Bohemund's
advice to excite almost the whole of Europe to undertake an
expedition into Asia, that Urban might engage auxiliaries
and recover Rome from the Anti-Pope, and that Bohemund
might gain Illyria and Macedonia, which he claimed as his
•with the French Crusades in Spain, and put its composition in the
early twelfth century. Coulet has also shown that the Chanson du
p&lerinage was probably written in the twelfth century, at a later
date than the Chanson de Roland. Cl Notes, c. ii. 6-3, p. 100.
Bibliography, p. 147 (iv) Legend.	* Gesta Franc,, c. ii.
a Gesta Franc., cc. iv, vi, vii, xii, &c., c. xxx.

